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optic disks and the heart were unaffected. The mental condition appeared to 
be a little impaired. A twin brother of the patient presented similar symp¬ 
toms, which had appeared a little earlier than in the case of the latter. In 
this case the legs are said to have been affected first. During rest the only 
movement observed was a frequent throwing back of the head and retraction 
of both corners of the mouth. The gait was spastic, the reflexes greatly ex¬ 
aggerated ; ankle-clonus was easily elicited. The mental condition was good. 
The father of these two brothers had suffered from gradually increasing 
chorea for the last nine years of his life, and died in a condition similar to 
that presented by the children. Another brother is said to have suffered 
from a slight and temporary attack of chorea at the age of twenty-three years. 
Three sisters and two other brothers were quite healthy. [One cannot read 
the history of the two cases here detailed without having brought to mind 
the clinical picture of spastic hemiplegia of cerebral origin.] 

The Blood in a Case of Rapidly Fatal Pernicious An*emia. 

Askanazy ( ZeiUchr. f. k/in. Med., vol. xxii.; Provincial Med. Journ., vol. 
xiii., No. 146, p. 101) has reported the results of a microscopic examination 
of the blood in a case of rapidly fatal pernicious anaunia. In addition to 
numerous morphologic abnormalities among the erythrocytes there was ob¬ 
served among many of these a deviation from their usual tinctorial properties, 
which has been designated amende degeneration ; thus many of the erythro¬ 
cytes assumed under the influence of Ehrlich’s mixture a reddish yellow or 
glittering, rosy hue, whilst with Plehn’s solution or hsematoxylin-eosin, 
they stained a distinct violet, and in addition to this frequently exhibited a 
very fine blue-black granulation. A large number of nucleated red corpus¬ 
cles were found in addition to the anuclear forms, and the megaloblasts 
exceeded the normoblasts and presented peculiarities as to staining. It was 
also observed that the nucleus of many of the normoblasts did not present 
the usual circular shape; this was sometimes polymorphous and sometimes 
accompanied by accessory nuclei. In many instances, in addition to a rosette¬ 
shaped principal nucleus, the whole body of the cell was strewn with coarser 
and finer chromatin corpuscles; in other similarly shaped cells a principal 
nucleus could not be detected. This peculiar behavior of the nuclei is desig¬ 
nated karyolysis, a metamorphosis of the nucleated red corpuscles into the 
non-nucleated, fully developed forms. Karyokiuesis of the red blood-cells 
was also observed. Mitoses were detected and “fixed” in various stages, 
and in one fresh, unstained preparation the whole process was observed 
from beginning to end in one red blood-cell. 

Two Unusual Cases of Pyrexia. 

Short (Birmingham Medical Review, vol. xxxv., No. 185, p. 27) has re¬ 
ported a case of anaemia attended with hyperpyrexia, and a case of enteric 
fever complicated by ague. The first case occurred in a female, twenty-eight 
years old, who came under observation on account of weakness. She was 
extremely ansemic, slept badly, and was not taking food well. For twenty- 
four hours the temperature ranged between 98° and 99°, but on the following 
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day it rose to 102°, falling the nest morning to normal. The day after this 
it rose again and continued rising during the next twenty-four hours, until 
it reached 102.4°, when there occurred a distinct rigor. Five grains of quinine 
were now administered and the temperature fell to normal during the suc¬ 
ceeding twenty-four hours, and sweating took place. During the following two 
weeks the temperature pursued an irregular course, rising to over 102° within 
every twelve hours, and usually subsiding to about 99° after the exhibition 
of quinine. On two occasions it rose to 104° and 106° despite the adminis¬ 
tration of large doses of quinine. The elevation of temperature was some¬ 
times attended with rigors and sometimes not. Throughout the whole 
period of observation there was no enlargement of the spleen, no external 
evidence of pus, and no sign or symptom of tuberculosis. There was no 
reason to believe that enteric fever existed. Hysteria ?vas excluded and 
special care was taken to exclude the possibility of deception. Under treat¬ 
ment with iron, in addition to the quinine, recovery ensued. 

The second case occurred in a man, twenty-nine years old, who came 
under observation on about the fourteenth day of an attack of enteric 
fever, and seven days later had a rigor, with a rise of temperature to 104°, 
followed by profuse sweating and a decline of the temperature to 95.4°. 
On the following day the temperature again rose, to fall subsequently. On 
the next day a rigor occurred and was followed by a decline of the tempera¬ 
ture to 95.6°. On the fourth day the enteric fever seemed to resume its 
ordinary course and' uninterrupted recovery thereafter ensued. [In both of 
these cases the diagnosis would have been greatly strengthened by an ex¬ 
amination of the blood for the presence of malarial plasmodia, and in the 
first such an examination would have disclosed the grade and character of 
the anaemia,] 


Black Tongue. 

ClANGLlNSlil and Hewelke ( Zeilschr. f. him. Med., vol. xxii., No. 6; 
Provincial Med. Journ., vol. xiii., No. 146, p. 101) give a r'eeum'eoi the literature 
of the condition known as black tongue, and detail a case that came under 
their own observation. They describe the condition as a spotted, black dis¬ 
coloration of those parts of the tongue lying anterior to the circumvallate 
papilla?. The etiology is for the most part obscure, though various disorders 
of the digestive apparatus doubtless play a part in it. The course of the affec¬ 
tion is variable, the discoloration in some instances disappearing rapidly, while 
in others a considerable time elapses before the deposit upon the tongue is cast 
off by desquamation. There is as yet no unanimity of opinion as to the 
pathogenesis, although the majority of authorities consider it to consist in a 
hyperkeratosis of the circumvallate papillae, viewing the parasites that have 
been described in this connection as merely accessories. In the case detailed 
the whole of the tongue of a young woman as far as the boundary of the 
circumvallate papillae suddenly became discolored in such a manner that it 
appeared to have received a coat of blacking. On treatment with borax this 
discoloration disappeared, and microscopic examination showed that it was 
due to the presence of hyphomycetes, which were capable of being cultivated 
at a low temperature in proper media, and it was observed that portions of 



